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About Decoding a Montana Vehicle Title, 
Registration and Mail Renewal Card 
This publication will prove useful for citizens of Montana wishing to decode information on a 
Montana certificate of ownership (title), motor vehicle registration renewal card or 
registration receipt. 
 
This guide also serves as a reference for users of the Vehicle Record Search online service. 
Use of vehicle records is subject to the limitations described in the Montana Driver Privacy 
Protection Act -- Sections 61-11-501 through 61-11-516 of the Montana Code Annotated. 
 
A vehicle record search may include many sections and/or subsections. Any information not 
provided in response to a search indicates that the Motor Vehicle database does not have 
the information to complete those sections of the record. Any field visible on screen that is 
not referenced is an obsolete field and no longer used by the Motor Vehicle Division. 
 
Standard date format on the report is MM/DD/YYYY. 
 
Title and Registration Bureau of the Motor Vehicle Division is referenced in this guide using 
an acronym – TRB 

Contacts 
For technical support when using the online vehicle search, contact the mt.gov Help Desk at 
(406) 449-EGOV (449-3468). 
 
For questions relating to specific vehicle search results or concerns about information on a 
certificate of ownership (title) or registration, contact: 
 

Title and Registration Bureau (TRB) 
1003 Buckskin Drive 
Deer Lodge, MT  59722-2371 
 
(406) 846-6000 
E-mail: mvdtitleinfo@mt.gov  

 
To provide feedback regarding this guide, contact: 
 

ATTN:  Nancy Hargrove 
Motor Vehicle Division 
Department of Justice 
303 North Roberts, 
P.O. Box 201430 
Helena, MT  59620-1430 
 
(406) 444-7860 
E-mail: nhargrove@mt.gov
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Vehicle Information 
Vehicle Information includes basic information used to describe a vehicle in Montana. 

Vehicle Type 
Vehicle Type describes the motor vehicle as defined in Titles 61 and 23 of Montana Code 
Annotated. 
 

Vehicle Type Codes 
Amphibious AV 
Boat BT 
Bus BU 
Coach (Motor Home) CH 
Rugged Terrain LL 
Motorcycle MC 
Mobile Home MB 
Manufactured Home MD 
Passenger PC 
Quadricycle QD 
Snowmobile SN 
Special Mobile SP 
Truck Camper TC 
Truck TK 
Trailer TL 

Year, Make, and Model 
Makes and models are abbreviated based upon standards used by the National Crime 
Information Center (NCIC). Most abbreviations are self-explanatory. 
 
Year:  The vehicle year is the year the vehicle was manufactured. 
 
Make:  Customarily the name of the manufacturer. 
 
Model:   A model name assigned to the vehicle by the manufacturer.   
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Body Style 
Body Style varies by vehicle design. The most common body style codes are listed below: 
 

Passenger/Van/SUV 
(1 ton and under) 

 

Truck/Van/SUV/Bus 
(Over 1 ton) 

Trailers 
 

2 Door 
2 Door Hatchback 
2 Door Hardtop 
3 Door 
4 Door 
4 Door Hatchback 
4 Door Hardtop 
Ambulance 
Bus 
Coach 
Coupe 
Convertible 
Hatchback 
Hearse 
Hardtop 
Rugged Terrain 
Limousine 
Roadster 
Retractable Hardtop 
Sedan 
Station Wagon 
Touring Car 

2D 
2H 
2T 
3D 
4D  
4H 
4T 
AM  
BU 
CH 
CP 
CV 
HB 
HR 
HT 
LL 
LM 
RD 
RH 
SD 
SW 
TO 

Ambulance 
Armored Truck 
Bus 
Cab & Chassis 
Concrete Mixer 
Crane 
Dump Truck 
Diesel 
Flatbed 
Fire Truck 
Grader 
Garbage Truck 
Grain 
Hopper 
Loader 
Log Skidder 
Rugged Terrain 
Livestock Rack 
Pickup 
Refrigerated Van 
School Bus 
Street Sweeper 
Tractor (track type) 
Tank 
Tractor 
Tow Truck 
Utility 
Van 

AM 
AR 
BU 
CB 
CM 
CR 
DP 
DS 
FB 
FT 
GD 
GG 
GN 
HO 
LD 
LK 
LL 
LS 
PK 
RF 
SB 
SS 
TC 
TN 
TR 
TT 
UT 
VN 

2 Wheel 
4 Wheel 
Fifth Wheel 
Auto Carrier 
Brush/Wood Chipper 
Boat 
Camp Trailer 
Flatbed 
Fire Truck 
Generator 
Grain 
Horse 
Hopper 
House 
Lowboy 
Logging 
Livestock 
Motorcycle 
Reefer 
Semi 
Snowmobile 
Stake 
Tent 
Tanker 
Travel 
Utility 
Van 
Wood Splitter 

2W 
4W 
5W 
AC 
BC 
BT 
CT 
FB 
FT 
GE 
GN 
HE 
HO 
HS  
LB 
LP 
LS 
MT 
RF 
SE 
SM 
ST 
TE 
TN 
TV 
UT 
VN 
WS 
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Vehicle Color 
For consistency among law enforcement within the United States, the color list is limited to 
basic choices. When describing a vehicle, colors are indicated from the top to bottom of a 
vehicle. 
 

Vehicle Color Codes 

Amethyst AME Maroon/Burgundy MAR 

Beige BGE Mauve MVE 

Black BLK Orange ONG 

Blue BLU Pink PNK 

Dark Blue DBL Purple PLE 

Light Blue LBL Red RED 

Brown BRO Rust RST 

Bronze BRZ Silver SIL 

Camouflage CAM Tan TAN 

Chrome (or Steel) COM Teal TEA 

Copper CPR Taupe TPE 

Cream/Ivory/Champagne CRM Turquoise TRQ 

Gold GLD White WHI 

Green GRN Wood WOD 

Dark Green DGR Yellow YEL 

Light Green LGR Unknown UNK 

Gray GRY Multi Colored MUL COL 

Lavender LAV   

Fuel Types 
Fuel Type Codes 

1 Gas 
2 Diesel 
3 LPG (liquid propane gas) 
4 Solar 
5 Electrical 
6 Compressed Natural Gas 
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Title Brands 
A title brand is printed on the title as an informational message for the current and 
subsequent owners. 
 

Title Brand Codes 
Bonded  B Kit Vehicle K Street Rod D 
Flood Damage F Original O Unrecovered Theft U 
Non USA (foreign) N Salvage S Recovered Theft Y 
Title Rebuilt C Total Loss T Reconstructed X 
Custom Vehicle A Rebuilt Salvage R Special Constructed E 

Vehicle Identification Number 
A sequence of numbers, letters or a combination of numbers and letters assigned by the 
manufacturer, by the department, or in accordance with the laws of another state or 
country for the purpose of identifying the vehicle. A boat’s Hull Identification Number (HIN) 
also displays in this field. 

Other Pertinent Data 
Additional information the Department feels is important will be noted on the Montana title 
and that information will be displayed. 

Title 
A unique number assigned to a Montana title and printed on the certificate of title, which is 
used to further identify the vehicle and its record on the motor vehicle database. If a TRP 
was issued on a vehicle the TRP number will display until a Montana title number is assigned 
to the vehicle. 
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Title Status 
The status of a record is a valid indicator of whether a title is issued, awaiting resolution of a 
problem or pending activity. The most common statuses appear below. Codes for title status 
are only visible on the MVD database, so not detailed. 
 

Title Status 
In-Work 
Converted 

When converting to the current database, old titles without microfilm records 
were given this status.  The record cannot be altered until the abstract for the
vehicle is checked for validity. 

Detitled Manufactured Homes that have been changed from personal property to real 
property. 

In Work Represents pending activity on the record.  The record remains In Work until 
the pending process is complete.   

Invalid VIN A VIN override function was used during preliminary entry by user of the MV 
database.  If the VIN has invalid characters or other than 17 digits, the 
vehicle will probably need an inspection.   

Issued An In Work title becomes Issued once a certifier at the TRB accepts the title 
as valid.  The issued status changes an owner from Applying to Current. 

Junked Vehicles or vehicle parts turned over to a junkyard are reported to the TRB.  
Once junked, the title number is no longer valid or active.  If a vehicle is 
rebuilt after being junked, a new Montana title is issued. 

Override Used to override a stolen flag when action is required despite the flag. 
Postponed Vehicle information that has been entered into the database prior to 

registration.  Once the customer completes registration, the status changes 
to In Work. 

Stolen Stolen flag placed by the Title and Registration Bureau.  
Stopped The Title and Registration Bureau places stops on records for a variety of 

reasons.  Anyone encountering a stop is required to contact the TRB for 
resolution of the issue. 

Surrendered Montana title was surrendered to another state. 

Title Surrender Information 
When the Montana title has been surrendered to another state in favor of a title in the new 
state and the surrender has been reported to Montana by the other state, the state and 
date of surrender displays. 

Title Date 
The Title Date is the date the most recent Montana title was issued and accepted for print 
by the TRB. 

Application Date 
The Application Date is the date the title process was started in the county office. 
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Sale Date 
The Sale Date is the date recorded for the vehicle sale. 
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License Plate Information 
If the vehicle is registered and has been issued a license plate, the vehicle license plate 
information and registration expiration date appear in this section. 

Plate Number 
Plate numbers appear in a variety of alpha/numeric combinations dependent upon the 
design background and specialty chosen by the owner of the vehicle. 

License Plate Type 
Plate Type Code Plate Description or Feature 

Antique AQ Pioneer (1933 and older) and Vintage (1934 and newer and 
more than 30 years old) vehicles used for parade or 
display.  Also describes decals issued to vintage 
motorcycles and snowmobiles. 

Amateur Radio AR The Federal Communication Commission (FCC) call letters 
for a licensed amateur radio operator 

All Terrain AT Decal issued to off highway vehicles 
Boat BT MT ID number and registration decal 
Collegiate CL Specific emblem and colors of a college or university 
Disabled Veteran DV Letters DV and allows special parking privilege 
Disabled DX Wheelchair symbol and allows special parking privilege 
Exempt EX State or county owned vehicles 
Motorcycle MC Street legal plate for motorcycles and quadricycles 
Military Reserve MR Military reserve emblem. 
National Guard NG National Guard emblem 
Passenger PC General issue plates for light passenger vehicles 
Personalized PE Unique logo ordered by a customer 
Medical Professional PH Decal issued to out-of-state medical personnel meeting 

specified requirements 
Special Mobile SC Annual decal issued for specific vehicles and equipment 
Snowmobile SN Annual (business use) or permanent (personal use) decal 

issued 
Temporary 
Registration Permit 

TM Permit issued by a dealer or county treasurer’s office allows 
purchasers to drive an unregistered vehicle for 40 days 
issuance. 

Trailer TL Large general issue plate or small plate 
Truck TK General issue plates for truck type vehicles. 
Truck Camper TC No longer registered 
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License Plate Status 
License Plate Status Codes 

Valid/Active  VA The plate has been assigned to this vehicle record. 
Inactive IA The plate shown is no longer valid on this vehicle record. 
Archived AC A personalized plate that has expired beyond its grace period and 

is available to the general public. 
Relinquished RL A personalized plate that has been relinquished to another owner. 

Expiration Date 
The expiration date for a registration is the last day of the month that the taxes were paid 
through on this vehicle. Temporary Registration Permits expire 40-days from date of issue, 
so an expiration date for these permits will vary. 

License Plate Background/Specialty 
License plates may be a certain type (passenger, truck, personalized, etc), and yet have a 
unique background or symbol/emblem on the plate. The background and specialty fields 
describe the artwork and special features of a plate. 

Plate Background 
Plate background describes the images or “art” that appears on the 
license plate or decal. Plate backgrounds may indicate the plate is a 
general issue plate (New Design - 2006 sample to the left), a decal, a 
college background, an organizationally-sponsored background, an 
exempt plate, or an antique plate. 

College Plate Backgrounds 
College Plate Background Codes 

Carroll College CC Montana Tech MT 
College of Great Falls CG Northern Montana College NM 
Dawson Community College DC Rocky Mountain Community College RM 
Eastern Montana College EM Salish Kootenai College SK 
Flathead Valley Community College FVC University of Great Falls UGF 
Fort Belknap College FBC University of Montana UM 
Helena College of Technology HCT University of Montana Clock Tower UMCK 
Miles City Community College ML University of Montana Griz UMG 
Montana State University MSU University of Montana Maroon UMN 
Montana State University-Billings MSUB University of Montana Western UMW 
Montana State University Northern MSUN Western Montana College WM 
Montana State University College of 
Technology - Great Falls 

MSUT   
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Sponsored Plate Backgrounds 
Sponsored Plate Backgrounds 

Algerian Shrine Temple AST Montana Areas Agencies on Aging 
Association 

MAAA 

Alzheimer’s Association Montana 
Chapter 

AAMC Montana Association of Symphony 
Orchestras 

MASO 

American Red Cross 5 Rivers District ARC Montana Audubon MTA 
Bagdad Temple BAGT Montana Cowboy Hall of Fame MCHF 
Beartooth Nature Center BNC Montana FFA Foundation FFA 
Big Fork Development Company BDC Montana Fish Wildlife and Parks MFWP 
Bob Marshall Foundation BMLF Montana Horse Sanctuary MHS 
Boy Scouts of America BSA Montana Lions Sight and Hearing MLSH 
Bozeman School District #7 BSD7 Montana Logging Association MLA 
Bridger Ski Foundation BSF Montana Masonic Foundation MMF 
Butte Silver Bow Government BSBG Montana Newspaper Foundation MNFI 
Caring Foundation of Montana CFM Montana Raptor Convention Center MRCC 
Carroll College St Athletic CCSA Montana Right to Life MRTL 
City of Shelby COS Montana Spay Neuter Task Force SNTF 
Corporation for the Northern Rockies CNR Montana State Council/Professional 

Fire Fighters 
MSPF 

Crime Stoppers CS Montana State Golf Association MSGA 
Crow Tribe Executive Branch CTEB Montana Trout Unlimited MTU 
Custer Battlefield Museum CBM Montana Utilities Coordinating Council MUCC 
Ducks Unlimited Inc DU Montana Weed Control Assn MWCA 
EAA Chapter 517 EAAC Montana Wilderness Association MWA 
Eagle Mount EGMT Museum of the Rockies MOR 
Eureka Montana Quilt Show EMQS Neighbor to Neighbor NTN 
Five Valleys Land Trust FVLT Our Montana OURM 
Flathead High School District No. 5 FHSD Red Lodge Chamber of Commerce RLAC 
Fort Peck Assiniboine and Sioux Tribes FPAS Richland County RICO 
Friends of Makoshika FOM Richland Youth Hockey RYH 
Gallatin County Open Lands GCOL Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation RMEF 
Girl Scouts of Big Sky Council GSBC Rotary District 5390 RDF 
Glacier National Park GNP Sierra Club SC 
Great Falls Public Schools GFPS St. Patrick’s Hospital and Health 

Foundation 
SPHF 

Grizzly Scholarship Association GSA Stafford Animal Shelter SAS 
Grizzly Wolf and Discovery Center GWDC State Fire Chief Association SFCA 
Hamilton School District #3 HSD3 Student Assistance Foundation SAF 
Humane Society Gallatin Valley HSGV Town of Browning TOB 
Inter Mountain Planned Parenthood IMPP Whitefish Historic Plate WHP 
Lewis and Clark Foundation LCP Yellowstone National Park YNP 
Montana 4-H Foundation M4HF Zoo Montana ZOOM 
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Decals as Plate Backgrounds 
Decals and placards featured in the following table actually appear as license plate numbers 
and backgrounds in the License Plate Information section of the vehicle record. 
 

Decal Background Codes 
Boat BT Off Highway OH 
Disabled Placard DXPL Snowmobile SN 
Medical Decal MEDC Special Mobile SP 

Other Plate Backgrounds 
Most of the following background codes are associated with plates. Two exceptions of note 
are MT Numbers, which are the identifying numbers assigned to boats at the time a boat is 
first titled in Montana and Temporary Registration Permits, which are permits issued by 
dealers, counties, and authorized agents to customers allowing temporary use of a vehicle 
for 40 days or until registered. 
 

Other Plate Background Codes 
Pioneer Car or Truck AQ ND00-New Design 2000 ND00 
Centennial CE ND06-New Design 2006 ND06 
Collector Pioneer COLP Permanent PERM 
Collector Vintage COLV Temporary Registration 

Permit 
TRP 

County Exempt CTEX Vintage Car or Truck VINT 
Motorcycle MC Vintage Motorcycle MZ 
MT Number (boats) MTNR Vintage Snowmobile SZ 

Plate Specialties 
The specialty field describes the symbol/emblem or special characters on the plate. 
 

Plate Specialty Codes 
Air Force Reserve AFR Marine Corps Reserve MAR 
Air Force Veteran AF Marine Corps Veteran MA 
Army Reserve AYR Motorcycle MC 
Army Veteran AY National Guard NG 
Coast Guard Veteran CO Navy Reserve NYR 
Disabled Veteran DV Navy Veteran NY 
Disabled DX Pearl Harbor Survivor HS 
Exempt EX Prisoner of War PW 
Fleet FLT Purple Heart PRPH 
Large Trailer LT Retired National Guard RNG 
Large Trailer Fleet LTFL Small Trailer ST 
Legion of Valor LV State Exempt GV 
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Vehicle Purchaser Information 
The name and address of any applying and/or current owner(s) is displayed. 

Lien History 
The name(s) and addresses of the lenders and the date the lien or security interest was 
perfected will display. If the lien was released, that date will display. If there is no lien or 
security interest on the vehicle, the fields will be blank. 

Title History 
This section details any transactions associated with the vehicle record. 

Title Tracking 
This subsection displays the Application Date, Transaction Code, and Sale Date of the 
vehicle if the title is pending for any reason.  If a title has been issued and no action is 
pending on this record, this subsection will be blank. 

Microfilm Tracking 
This subsection displays the Transaction Date, Transaction Code, and Title Date for all 
activity in the vehicle’s history. 

Transaction Types for Title and Microfilm Tracking 
Codes for these transaction types never appear on a Montana title or registration and are 
detailed as indicated below when using the online vehicle search service.  
 

Transaction Types – Title and Microfilm Tracking 
Add Agister Lien New Title–MSO 
Add Child Support Lien New Title–Out of State 
Add Assigned Lien Reissue (to file or release lien) 
Detitle/Retitle Repossession 
Divorce Sheriff Sale 
Duplicate Surrender 
Estate Title Correction 
Junk Title Transfer 
Lien Release TRP Pre-Entry 
New MD Detitle Unknown—Insert 
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Registration Information 
Any information associated with the vehicle registration will be located in this section of the 
record. 

Suspended 
Non-Sufficient funds or a violation of vehicle insurance laws will show as suspensions. 
 
INS-Insurance Suspension 
NSF-Non-Sufficient Funds Suspension 

Registration Dates   
The registration dates for current and previous years will display. 

Receipt Number 
The registration receipt number that was generated during registration and printed on the 
receipt will display. 

Operator ID 
The county or state operator identification number for the operator who processed the title 
or registration will display. TRP will display when one has been issued.   

Tax Value 
The tax value is the value used to determine the county option fee. This fee is based on the 
manufacture’s suggested retail price and is depreciated according to a schedule that is 
found in 61-3-503 of the Montana Code Annotated. The age is determined by subtracting 
the model year from the current calendar year.  

County 
The county name or number where the vehicle is registered displays on registration 
receipts, renewal cards, and the vehicle online search. 

Montana Counties and Numbers 
01 Silver Bow 13 Ravalli 25 Madison 37 Daniels 49 Park 
02 Cascade 14 Custer 26 Pondera 38 Glacier 50 Garfield 
03 Yellowstone 15 Lake 27 Richland 39 Fallon 51 Jefferson 
04 Missoula 16 Dawson 28 Powell 40 Sweet Grass 52 Wibaux 
05 Lewis/Clark 17 Roosevelt 29 Rosebud 41 McCone 53 Golden Valley 
06 Gallatin 18 Beaverhead 30 Deer Lodge 42 Carter 54 Mineral 
07 Flathead 19 Chouteau 31 Teton 43 Broadwater 55 Petroleum 
08 Fergus 20 Valley 32 Stillwater 44 Wheatland 56 Lincoln 
09 Powder River 21 Toole 33 Treasure 45 Prairie 57 TRB 
10 Carbon 22 Big Horn 34 Sheridan 46 Granite 58 MDT/MCS 
11 Phillips 23 Musselshell 35 Sanders 47 Meagher 59 MVD: HQ 
12 Hill 24 Blaine 36 Judith Basin 48 Liberty  
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Exempt Status 
If the vehicle owner qualifies for a tax exemption, the type of exemption will display. 
 

Exempt Statuses and Codes 
Cemetery District CD Irrigation District ID 
Charitable Organization CO Active Military, Non-resident MI 
Developmentally Disabled Org DD Montana Military MM 
Educational ED Purple Heart PR 
Federal  FD Potable Water Co-op PW 
Government GV Native American Tribal TR 
Hospital HO Disabled Veteran VE 
Ex-Prisoner of War exemption XP   

Registration Type 
The type of registration will display when using the online vehicle search.  Some receipts 
will indicate Receipt Only or Temporary Registration Permit at the top of the receipt, but for 
typical registrations, the expiration dates provide clues to the registration type. 
 

Registration Type 
One Full Year Registration 
2 Year Registration 
Indefinite or Permanent Registration 
Temporary (TRP) 
Receipt Only 

Prorated and Prorate Months 
If registration fees were prorated, the number displayed in the Prorate Months field on the 
registration receipt and online vehicle search represents the number of months taxes were 
prorated. 

Assessed Date 
This date represents the date the vehicle value was assessed by the database for fee 
payment. 

Fees Paid 
This section displays the title and registration fees that were paid by the customer and the 
respective fee codes associated with motor vehicle fees. Not all vehicles pay the same fees.  
The following tables interpret the fee codes in this section of the vehicle record. 
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Motor Vehicle Fee Codes 

Collegiate Plates 
Fee Code/ 

Abbreviation 
Fee Description Fee Amount 

A1 CC Carroll College $ 30.00 
A2 CG College of Great Falls $ 30.00 
A3 DC Dawson Community College $ 30.00 
A4 EM Eastern Montana College $ 30.00 
A5 FV Flathead Valley Community College $ 30.00 
A6 HCT Helena College of Technology $ 30.00 
A7 ML Miles City Community College $ 30.00 
A8 MS Montana State University $ 30.00 
A9 MSUB Montana State University - Billings $ 30.00 
B1 MSUN Montana State University Northern $ 30.00 
B2 MSUT MSU College of Technology in Great Falls $ 30.00 
B3 MT Montana Tech $ 30.00 
B4 NM Northern Montana College $ 30.00 
B5 RM Rocky Mountain Community College $ 30.00 
B6 SK Salish Kootenai College $ 30.00 
B7 UGF University of Great Falls $ 30.00 
B8 UM University of Montana $ 30.00 
B9 UMCK University of Montana Clock Tower $ 30.00 
C1 UMG University of Montana Griz $ 30.00 
C2 UMN University of Montana Maroon $ 30.00 
C3 UMW University of Montana Western $ 30.00 
C4 WM Western Montana College $ 30.00 
C5 FBC Fort Belknap College $ 30.00 
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Generic Specialty Plates (Sponsored Plates) 
Fee Code/ 

Abbreviation 
Fee Description Fee Amount 

D1 MWA Montana Wilderness Association $ 25.00 
D2 MSGA Montana State Golf Association $ 20.00 
D3 MCHF Montana Cowboy Hall of Fame $ 20.00 
D4 SFCA State Fire Chief Association $ 20.00 
D5 RDF Rotary District 5390 $ 20.00 
D6 BNC Beartooth Nature Center $ 20.00 
D7 AST Algerian Shrine Temple $ 25.00 
D8 BSA Boy Scouts of America $ 25.00 
D9 CBM Custer Battlefield Museum $ 20.00 
E1 EGMT Eagle Mount $ 20.00 
E2 FFA Montana FFA Foundation $ 20.00 
E3 GNP Glacier National Park $ 20.00 
E4 GSBC Girl Scouts of Big Sky Council $ 20.00 
E5 GWDC Grizzly Wolf and Discovery Center $ 25.00 
E6 M4HF Montana 4-H Foundation $ 20.00 
E7 MLSH Montana Lions Sight and Hearing $ 20.00 
E8 MOR Museum of the Rockies (One time fee) $ 50.00 
E9 MTU Montana Trout Unlimited $ 20.00 
F1 MUCC Montana Utilities Coordinating Council $ 20.00 
F2 RMEF Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation $ 20.00 
F3 SAF Student Assistance Foundation $ 20.00 
F4 YNP Yellowstone National Park $ 20.00 
F5 ARC American Red Cross 5 Rivers District $ 20.00 
F6 BMLF Bob Marshall Foundation $ 20.00 
F7 CCSA Carroll College St Athletic $ 30.00 
F8 CS Crime Stoppers $ 20.00 
F9 FOM Friends of Makoshika (One time fee) $ 50.00 
G1 GCOL Gallatin County Open Lands $ 25.00 
G2 LCP Lewis and Clark Foundation $ 20.00 
G3 COS City of Shelby $ 20.00 
G4 TOB Town of Browning $ 20.00 
G5 CTEB Crow Tribe Executive Branch $ 20.00 
G6 RLAC Red Lodge Chamber of Commerce $ 20.00 
G8 HSD3 Hamilton School District #3 $ 20.00 
G9 BSBG Butte Silver Bow Government $ 20.00 
H1 GFPS Great Falls Public Schools $ 20.00 
H2 RICO Richland County $ 10.00 
H3 FVLT Five Valleys Land Trust $ 20.00 
H4 HSGV Humane Society Gallatin Valley $ 20.00 
H5 MFWP Montana Fish Wildlife and Parks $ 20.00 
H6 MNFI Montana Newspaper Foundation $ 20.00 
H7 MRCC Montana Raptor Convention Center $ 25.00 
H8 MWCA Montana Weed Control Assn $ 20.00 
J1 OURM Our Montana $ 20.00 
J2 ZOOM Zoo Montana $ 20.00 
J5 MRTL Montana Right to Life $ 20.00 

Decoding Vehicle Title/Registration 15 August 17, 2006 
 



 
 

 
 
 

Fee Code/ 
Abbreviation 

Fee Description Fee Amount 

J6 SC Sierra Club $ 20.00 
J7 MASO Montana Association of Symphony Orchestras $ 20.00 
J8 FPAS Fort Peck Assiniboine and Sioux Tribes $ 20.00 
J9 BAGT Bagdad Temple $ 20.00 
K1 BSF Bridger Ski Foundation $ 10.00 
K2 MMF Montana Masonic Foundation $ 25.00 
K3 FHSD Flathead High School District No. 5 $ 15.00 
K4 IMPP Inter Mountain Planned Parenthood $ 25.00 
K5 AAMC Alzheimer’s Association Montana Chapter $ 30.00 
K6 MTA Montana Audubon $ 20.00 
K7 MSPF Montana State Council of Professional Fire Fighters $ 20.00 
K8 WHP Whitefish Historic Plate $ 25.00 
K9 CFM Caring Foundation of Montana $ 25.00 
L1 RYH Richland Youth Hockey $ 20.00 
L2 GSA Grizzly Scholarship Association $ 30.00 
L3 MAAA Montana Areas Agencies on Aging Association $ 30.00 
L5 SNTF Montana Spay Neuter Task Force $ 20.00 
L6 SAS Stafford Animal Shelter $ 20.00 
L7 MHS Montana Horse Sanctuary $ 20.00 
L8 DU Ducks Unlimited Inc $ 20.00 
L9 BSD7 Bozeman School District #7 $ 20.00 
M1 CNR Corporation for the Northern Rockies $ 20.00 
M2 MLA Montana Logging Association $ 20.00 
M3 EMQS 
M4 BDC 

Eureka Montana Quilt Show 
Big Fork Development Company 

$ 20.00 
$ 20.00 

M5 SPHF 
M6 NTN 
M9 EAAC 

St. Patrick’s Hospital and Health Foundation 
Neighbor to Neighbor 
EAA Chapter 517 

$ 20.00 
$ 20.00 
$ 20.00 
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Standard Motor Vehicle Fees 
Fee Code/ 

Abbreviation 
Fee Description Fee Amount 

00 SALV Salvage Title Fee $   5.00 
01 GVWTAX Gross Vehicle Weight Tax Varies 
03 GVWMQ Gross Vehicle Weight by Month/Quarter $   5.00 
04 GVWCR Gross Vehicle Weight Credit Varies 
05 MCFLAT Motorcycle Flat Registration Fee-Public Highway Use $  53.25 
06 MCOHV Motorcycle/Off Highway Vehicle Combination Use $114.50 
09 CHFLAT Motor Home Registration Fee (age calculation) 

• less than two years old 
• two years, but less than five 
• five years, but less than eight 
• eight years and older 
• permanent registration (11 years and 

older) 

 
$282.50 
$224.50 
$132.50 
$  97.50 
$237.50 

14 COOPT County Option Tax Varies by county 
16 SNFLAT  Snowmobile Registration Fee (Use calculation) 

• personal use, permanent registration 
• business – rental use exclusively 

 first year 

 second year 

 third year (permanent registration 
required) 

 
$  60.50 
 
$  40.50 
$  20.00 
$  60.50 

17 RPLPLT Replacement Plate Fee $    5.00 
18 RTFLAT Recreational Trailer Registration Fee (length calculation) 

• less than 16 feet 
• equal to or greater than 16 feet 

 
$  72.00 
$152.00 

19 COLPIF Collector Plate Inspection Fee $   5.00 
20 LATFEE Late Fee $  10.00 
21 DUPTAB Duplicate Tab Fee $   5.00 
22 DUPREG Duplicate Registration Fee $   2.00 
27 COLLCT Collector Plate Fee $  20.00 
28 DUPSN Duplicate Snowmobile Decal Fee $   1.00 
30 PEPLT Personalized Plate Fee $  25.00 
31 LIENFL Lien Filing Fee $   8.00 
32 TTLHVY Heavy Vehicle Title Fee $  10.00 
33 DUPTTL Duplicate Title Fee $  10.00 
34 PERENW Personalized Plate Renewal Fee $  10.00 
35 TTLCOR Title Correction Fee $  10.00 
36 DUPPE Duplicate PE Plate Fee $   5.00 
37 DUPPLT Duplicate Plate Fee $   5.00 
38 PETRAN Personalized Plate Transfer Fee $  10.00 
39 TTLLTV Light Vehicle Title Fee $  12.00 
40 BTFLAT Boat Flat Registration Fee (length calculation) 

• 10 feet to less than 16 feet 
• 16 feet to less than 19 feet 
• 19 feet and longer 

 
$  65.50 
$125.50 
$295.50 
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42 TRPRES Temporary Registration Permit – MT Resident (fee 

collected by CTO) 
$   3.00 

43 TRPNRS Temporary Registration Permit – Non-Resident (fee 
collected by CTO) 

$   8.00 

44 TRPWRS Temporary Registration Permit – MT Resident via 
Internet (WEB) (fee collected by CTO/TRB) 

$   3.00 

45 OHFLAT Off Highway Flat Registration Fee $  61.25 
48 TRPWNR Temporary Registration Permit – Non-Resident via 

Internet (WEB) (fee collected by MI) 
$   8.00 

49 DUPOH Duplicate Off Highway Decal $   5.00 
50 SGLMVE Single Movement Permit Fee $   5.00 
52 SMEQUP Special Mobile Equipment Fee $   5.00 
54 VINFEE Vehicle Identification Number Assignment Fee $   5.00 
55 STG2FE Stage 2 Inspection Fee (TRB only) $  18.50 
56 LGVHRG Large Vehicle Registration Fee $  22.75 
57 MCSAFE Motorcycle Safety Fee $  16.00 
59 TKFLAT Truck Flat Registration Fee (MCA 61-3-529) Varies 
60 ARPLT Amateur Radio Plate Fee $   5.00 
61 LVREG Light Vehicle Registration Fee (age calculation) 

• four years old or less 
• five to 10 years old 
• 11 years and older 
• permanent registration (11 yrs and older) 

 
$217.00 
$  87.00 
$  28.00 
$  87.50 

63 TLFLAT Trailer Flat Registration Fee (weight calculation) 
• less than 6,000 lbs 
• equal to or greater than 6,000 lbs 

 
$  61.25 
$148.25 

64 VPPLTO Vintage Plate Overweight Fee $  10.00 
65 VPPLTU Vintage Plate Underweight Fee $   5.00 
66 DUPVP Duplicate Vintage Plate Fee $   5.00 
67 DUPCEN Duplicate Centennial plate Fee $   5.00 
68 CFKADM Chrome for Kids Administration Fee  $   5.00 
69 MDSDTL Manufactured Home Detitle Fee $  10.00 
70 NEWISS New Issue Plate Fee $   5.00 
71 COLISS New Collegiate Plate Issue Fee $   5.00 
72 MHPFEE MHP Salary and Retention Fee $   5.00 
73 1PLATE Custom Vehicle/Street Rod Single Plate $  10.00 
74 TRPFS Temporary Registration Permit - Fertilizer Spreader $  50.00 
77 TBIDON Traumatic Brain Injury Donation Donation 
78 ORGDON Organ Donor Awareness Program Donation 
79 MEDDCL Health Professional (Medical) Decal $   2.00 
80 NOTARY Notary Fee Varies 
81 POSTGE Postage Fee Varies 
84 LTMVPK Light Motor Vehicle FWP Parks Fee $   4.00 
85 MIAFFR Military Affairs Cemetery Fee $  10.00 
95 REISS Reissue Title Fee $  10.00 
97 COSPLT County Special Plate Administrative Fee $   5.00 
98 STSPLT State Special Plate Administrative Fee  $  10.00 
99 CNVFEE Convenience Fee Varies 
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Printing a Vehicle Record 
To print a vehicle record using the online service, simply click on the Print Vehicle Record 
button located at the top of the screen/record. 
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